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Imagine a world where:
You could search the internet and find all of 
a researcher’s work with a single query – in 

any browser
You could auto-populate standard 

publication and grant forms – any platform, 
any country

You could in near real time see what your 
researchers or grantees are publishing – and 
also know their current affiliation and other 

funding



WHY PERSISTENT IDs?
Challenges for the individual:

- Multiple profile systems
- Manual data entry
- Administrative burden
- No control of personal 

data
- Name ambiguity
- Recognition/credit

Challenges for the 
organisations:

- Name ambiguity
- Trust in metadata
- Reporting latency
- Silo systems
- Return on investment
- Discoverability



Prior to ORCID, the research community 
lacked the ability to link researchers and 
scholars with their professional activities.
• Name variations:

• Matthew J Buys, MJ Buys, M Buys, 
Matthew John Buys, بایز ، ماثیو

• Institutional variations:
• ORCID, ORCID Incorporated, ORCID 

Inc, ORCID EMEA
  

WHY IS THERE A PROBLEM?







● Documenting impact through research 
performance frameworks

● Reducing researcher burden

… but these two goals seem at cross purposes?

RESEARCH MANAGEMENT TRENDS



WHAT IS ORCID?
•An identifier for researchers

•A registry

•A set of standard procedures for connecting 
researchers to their affiliations and activities

•A committed community building connectors

•An international-scale open research effort



ORCID IS OPEN
• Non-profit and platform-neutral 

• International service that integrates with other 
researcher identifiers 

• Registry use is free for individuals

• Independent non-profit membership organization 

• Open data, software, APIs, and documentation



MANAGING RESEARCH 
INFORMATION IS DIFFICULT
•Research information systems can be stuck in the 
past; some are not even online or networked

•Research information is stored in ‘silos’ – systems do 
not talk to one another

•Researchers and administrators waste a lot of time 
typing the same information into systems again, and 
again, and again…

How much time does it take to collect and verify 
information?



HOW CAN WE MAKE THINGS 
BETTER?
•Get digital and get online.
•Use open, shared systems wherever possible
•Try to automate everything you can
•Let the machines do the talking

And finally… Use identifiers for people, places and 
things!



ORCID PUTS THE RESEARCHER 
IN CONTROL
Researchers sign in to their ORCID account to:
•Connect their iD to research systems
•Control who can access their information
•Choose what information to make public



Researcher

ORCID member organizations

Permissions to use
ORCID data

Register & Manage
ORCID record

• Name(s)

• Email addresses　
　　　
• Biography

• Affiliation

• Research activities

xxxx-xxxx-xxxx-xxxx

ORCID record

Add & update activities



AUTHENTICATION

Collect iD using an 
authenticated API to 
ensure: 
● the person and the iD 

belong together
● the iD is correctly 

entered
● privacy is respected

For more info on membership, visit http://orcid.org/about/membership



PERMISSIONS

…. and also, authentication provides ORGANISATIONS the 
opportunity to ask for permissions to read/write/update 
ORCID records.

No authentication With authentication



INTEROPERABILITY—ENTER ONCE REUSE OFTEN



THERE ARE MANY USEFUL 
IDENTIFIERS



HOW CAN WE BENEFIT FROM 
IDENTIFIERS
•If identifiers already exist, USE THEM
•Help the community to understand the gaps you 
need to see filled – we are here to listen and learn

•Take advantage of the connections we’ve already 
built. They can bring you benefits right now.

So how do identifiers work together already?



ORCID AUTO-UPDATE

Author

• Link own 
ORCID to 
author 
profile

• Add ORCID 
to 
co-authors 
too

Publisher

Embed 
authors’ 
ORCID in the 
metadata 
when the 
manuscript 
is accepted

Crossr
ef

Check 
authors’ 

ORCID in the 
metadata 

when 
assigning 

DOIs to new 
publications

ORCI
D

Receive new 
publication 
info from 
Crossref and 
add to 
authors’ 
ORCID 
records

Notified via email



PUBLISHER OPEN LETTER

https://orcid.org/content/requiring-orcid-publication-workflows-open-letter

Over 1,500 journals are now requiring ORCID iDs



THE COMMUNITY OF INTEGRATORS

• 713 members from 41 countries, consortia in the UK, 
Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Netherlands, Belgium, 
Germany, Italy, South Africa, Taiwan,  Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada and the US

• 3.7m researchers, 1.4m records with at least one 
connection: 20m works, 328K grants, 147K reviews, 
1.8m education and 1.4m employment items

• Over 550 integrations across sectors of the research 
community



① Individuals should use their iD... and encourage 
institutions, publishers and funders to collect their 
ORCID iD through authentication

② Organisations should join the ORCID community 
of 700+ members and integrate to create 
interoperability and streamline workflows

   

HOW DO WE BENEFIT AS A 
COMMUNITY



THE TRUE POWER OF OUR API IS THE FLEXIBILITY TO USE IT 

IN WAYS WE HAVEN’T EVEN DREAMED OF!

TODO:
One big screenshot of websites that use ORCI



• Find out more at http://orcid.org

• Register at 
http://orcid.org/register

• Twitter @ORCID_Org / @mjbuys

THANK YOU!

Matt Buys
ORCID Regional Director, EMEA

m.buys@orcid.org
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7234-3684


